
 
 
 
 

Dear Sisters in Christ, 
 
This is my final SNOW letter as your President.         
It has been my honor to serve you these past years.  
COVID gave me a longer term than expected, but it 
was your support that we made it through, and are 
rebuilding our Synod Women’s Organization. 
 

Please join me September 19 and 20 for our 36th 
Annual Convention of the Northwestern Minnesota Synodical Women’s     
Organization at Christ the King in Moorhead, MN.  We have a full day and a 
half planned for you.  Our speaker is Deb Hadley from the Alexandria area.  
She is an awesome speaker, who will leave you inspired and blessed. 
 

Our business meeting is on Friday afternoon, followed by dinner, and enter-
tainment.   We begin Saturday with devotions and end the day in worship 
with Bishop Bill Tesch.  In between the Devotions and worship, there will be 
a Bible Study, our Keynote speaker, breakout sessions and plenty of fellow-
ship.  We will also be honoring our Mary Magdalene Award Recipients! 
 

Is God calling you to leadership in the NWMN SWO?  We need to elect the 
following:  President, Treasurer, and three board members. Please prayerful-
ly consider putting your name in nomination for one of the SWO board posi-
tions.  I encourage you step out of your comfort zone and serve the Women 
of the Northwestern Minnesota synod.  If you have questions about any of 
the board positions, please feel free to contact me. 
 

Thank you for your support these past five years.  I’m so thankful for each 
one of you.  May God richly bless you as you continue to live out our mission 
as BOLD WOMEN! 
 

Peace and Blessings! 
 

Marilyn Grandstrand 
President, NWMN SWO 
763-258-9217  
mgrand1000@ymail.com    
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    Keynote Speaker 

Deb Hadley—Inspirational Speaker, 

Author and Mom from Alexandira, MN. 
 

Be Kind.  Give More.  Stay Humble.. 
Shine God’s love and light on all you 
meet, and God Bless you richly! 

Northwestern MN SWO 36th   
Annual Convention & Gathering 

Convention Schedule 
Christ the King Lutheran 

1900 14th St. South 
Moorhead, MN  56560 

 
Friday, September 20 

  
Saturday, September 21 

 

12:00 - 1:00 PM Registration 

1:00 - 4:30 PM Business Meeting 

4:30 - 4:45 PM Fellowship 

4:45 - 5:00 PM Devotions 

5:00 - 6:00 PM Banquet 

6:00 - 7:00 PM Entertainment, Desert & 
Hymns 

8:00 - 9:00 AM Registration & Coffee 

9:00 - 9:30 AM Opening Devotions 

9:30 - 10:30 AM Bible Study: 
Pastor Genelle Netland 

10:30 - 10:45 AM Morning Break 

10:45 - 12:00 PM Keynote Speaker: 
Deb Hadley 

12:00 - 1:00 PM Lunch 

1:00 - 1:45 PM Breakout Session 1 

1:45 - 2:00 PM Afternoon Break 

2:00 - 2:45 PM Breakout Session 2 

2:45 Closing Worship with 
Bishop Bill Tesch 

Once again we will offer a silent auc-
tion at the NW MN SWO Convention on 
September 20 and 21. 
 

All WELCA units are encouraged to cre-
ate baskets to contribute to this auction.  
Popular themes for this auction have 
been: baby, gardening, spa, popcorn/
movie night, chocolates, homemade 

items, fresh vegetables. 
 

Proceeds from the auction will help to defray costs for 
women to attend the upcoming Triennial Convention. 
 

Auction items may be brought to the convention on  
Friday, September 20th. 
 

Silent Auction 
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We are now accepting nominations 
for the Mary Magdalene Award.  We 
will be honoring Women from our 
conferences at our annual conven-
tion.  These special and treasured 
women will be given a rose, a certifi-
cate and a monetary donation to a 
charity of their choice that is associat-
ed with the Women of the ELCA. 
The nomination form can be found on 
the Synod website: 
www.nwmnsynod.org.   
Please send your nomination form to:  
Luella Thom PO Box 103 Carlos, MN  56319  
Phone:  320-815-7701 or email:  thom17@wisper-wireless.com 

Accepting Nominations for 

Mary Magdalene Award 

 

In-Kind Gifts 
 

Help your neighbors in need 
 

Please bring gift cards for area charities. The gift 
cards can be in any amount, but from major stores 
like Target, Walmart, gas companies, major grocery 
stores, etc.  

At the convention this year, we will be 
electing a president, treasurer, and 3 
board members (the goal is to elect 1 
board member from Conferences 1,2,3, 1 
board member from Conferences 4,5,6, 
and 1 board member from Conferences 
7,8.) If you or if you know someone that 
would be interested in any of these posi-
tions, please  contact : 
 

Shawn Brunelle 
205 Washington St SE 
Warroad, MN 56673 
218-386-3644 
shwnbrll@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

OUR MISSION 
Mobilizing women to act boldly on their 
faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

OUR PURPOSE  
As a community of women created in the 
image of God, called to discipleship in Jesus 
Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm 
our gifts, support one another in our call-
ings, engage in ministry and action, and pro-
mote healing and wholeness in the church, 
the society, and the world. 
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Grove Lake Church LWR Service Project  

Grove Lake Lutheran Church near Pelican  Rapids, Mn does a multi-generational ‘God’s Work/
Our Hands’ LWR mission project together every year.   Our WELCA women sew beautiful 
school kit bags, with Noisy Offering our Sunday School kids collect money to pay for the 
school supplies, in SS we teach faith-in-action lessons & show them where the LWR school kits 
go all over the world, then the WELCA ladies & SS kids fill the bags together and our men help 
box the school kits to take them to the LWR pick-up point in Fargo, ND. This year we did 105 
LWR School Kits.   
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Spring Conference Gathering Highlights 

Mark Your  
Calendar 

 
SNOW Newsletter 

Deadline 
 

Oct. 30, 2024 

Conference 7-Spring Gathering was held Monday, April 8, 2024, at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Fer-
gus Falls. The theme verses were Proverbs 4:26, “Give careful thought to the paths of your feet and 
be steadfast in all our ways” and Proverbs 3:6, “In all your ways submit to him and he will make your 
paths straights.”  Pastor Eliza Johnson provided a devotional based on Proverbs 8 reminding us that 
the fear of God is the beginning of wisdom and daily living with integrity is with God’s wisdom. We are 
to live in God’s way and only desire what God desires for us. The opening hymn, “Thine is the Glory” 
was sung. Music was provided by violinist Val Johnson and pianist Susie Sanner. The keynote speak-
er, Pastor Lynn Melchior presented a PowerPoint showing her Pilgrimage to Israel with other pastors 
in January of 2023. She showed the sites she visited which depicted the life of Jesus with Bible refer-
ences listed. Pastor Lynn installed Cindy Kunde as Conference 7 Financial Recorder. The closing 
hymn “I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me” was sung. The meeting concluded with praying the Lord’s Prayer 
and Benediction. 

SIGN UP FOR DAILY GRACE 
 

Daily Grace is an on-the-go companion 
for your journey, offering a faith reflection 
every day. Encounter God’s extravagant, 
boundless and often surprising grace 
by signing up for a daily email mes-
sage. You can also download the newly 
updated app for your IOS and Android 
devices. 

 View the latest issue of Bold 
Connections, the monthly e-
newsletter that features 
the latest news and information 
about our programs and activi-
ties. Bold Connections is deliv-
ered via e-mail on the first of 
every month. Subscribe now. 

https://conta.cc/3q518Cr
https://conta.cc/3q518Cr
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001UWUIXldX9ag-8VidxeaB2olSA9_8g38PcdhtC78hSFDHwLLTkzCylMwemy0qzNiXR5p-hNBl1u0EI6Wzcl-6jwC7LSarhv464V_LXbSP_QQbcdFVzUApu3ww3exgK90Yy9JdpJ3txmayLWVT8OtqeQ%3D%3D
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NW MN SNOW Newsletter 

Lois Bylund, Editor 

1911 19th Street S 

Moorhead, MN  56560 

Cell: 701-261-3481 

E-mail: snoweditor@gmail.com 

Northwestern Minnesota Synodical Women’s Organization of the ELCA 

NW MN SWO Convention September 20 - 21, 2024 

Love God 
Love Your Neighbor 

  

Matthew 7:7  “Ask and it will be 
given to you; seek and you shall 
find; knock and the door shall 
be opened to you.” 

Teach Me how to P.R.A.Y. 

Christ the King Lutheran 
1900 14th St S 

Moorhead, MN 56560  


